The Campaign in Poland.   Autumn, 1914
accomplished a great deal. When we returned, in the latter half of October, the roads had a totally different aspect. We had done a great work for civilization.
The conditions on the railway were equally difficult, The Kielce line, the most important from our point of view, passed through the Miechow tunnel which had been destroyed. Contractors had already been commissioned to restore it and the work was proceeding quickly considering the conditions. This tunnel had a history. It had been rendered useless this time by the Russians and in October restored by us.
In November it was destroyed by us. Then the Russians rebuilt it, but they destroyed it again in the summer of 1915 ; thereupon we repaired it once and for all. There were other extensive works to be carried out, as, for example, the conversion of the broad Russian gauge to the standard gauge, and the building of numerous bridges. Wonderful feats were accomplished. The railway to Kielce, and later to Radom, was ready considerably sooner than I anticipated. The restoration of the second, the standard gauge Vienna-Warsaw line from Czestochova through Novo Radomsk in the direction of Koliuszki Station, was begun and speedily finished. We were also successful in reestablishing several branch lines. But we were not able to complete the bridge near Sieradz on the Kalisz-Lodz line, and in that way secure through communication between the Polish and German railways in a direct east and west line.
Thanks to the untiring work of officers on my staff, Major Drechsel and Captains von Waldow and Sperr, the communications with the rear were soon in shipshape order. All difficulties were overcome so promptly that operations did not suffer at all.
The demands for technical material for purposes of communication were heavier than in East Prussia. The Russians had destroyed the few existing telegraph wires and cut down the poles. A few field-telegraph wires were laid, and we had to manage as best we could with these. We were not then so spoilt as we became later after the establishment of the trench communication system in the war of positions. The safest means of communication were motor cars and dispatch riders, the latter
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